DE CONFESSIONS

Now, for as much as the second part of penitence
deals in oral confession, as I said in the first para-
graph hereof, I say that Saint Augustine says: Sin is
every word and every deed and all that men covet
against the law of Jesus Christ; and that is, to sin in
heart, in word, and in deed by one's five senses, which
are sight, hearing, smell, taste or savour, and feel-
ing. Now it is well to understand that which greatly
aggravates every sin. You should consider what you
are that do the sin, whether you are male or female,
young or old, noble or thrall, free or servant, healthy
or ailing, wedded or single, member of a religious
order or not, wise or foolish, clerical or secular;
whether she is of your kindred, bodily or spiritual, or
not; whether any of your kindred has sinned with
her, or not; and many other things.

Another circumstance is this: whether it be done
in fornication, or in adultery, or otherwise; incest,
or not; maiden, or not; in manner of hoilxicide, or
not; horrible great sins, or small; and how long you
have continued in sin. The third circumstance is the
place where you have done the sin; whether in other
men's houses, or your own; in field, or in church or
churchyard; in a dedicated church, or not. For if the
church be consecrated, and man or woman spill seed
within that place, by way of sin or by wicked tempta-
tion, the church is interdicted till it be reconciled by
the bishop; and the priest that did such a villainy, for
the term of all his life, should nevermore sing mass;
and if he did, he should do deadly sin every time
that he so sang mass. The fourth circumstance is,
what go-betweens, or what messengers, are sent for
the sake of enticement, or to gain consent to bear
company in the affair; for many a wretch, for the i
of companionship, will go to the Devil of
Wherefore those that egg on to or connive for
are partner:- in the sin, and shall partake of thed
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